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On Sept. 15, Agriculture Minister Mariano Gonzalez predicted that Italy will oppose quotas and
tariffs on Latin American banana imports when the European Economic Community (EEC) Council
of Ministers votes on the issue later this year. (See Chronicle 08/06/92 for coverage of European
Commission's proposed banana quota and tariff schedules.) Gonzalez headed a ministerial-level
delegation to Italy in mid-September that included Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala, and Panama.
The delegation met with Foreign Trade Minister Claudio Vitalone to lobby for Italy's rejection of the
proposed banana trade barriers. If approved by the Council, the quota and tariffs would take effect
on Jan. 1, 1993. Ecuador is spearheading a series of regional initiatives to lobby the EEC. According
to Gonzalez, his government will soon host a meeting of Latin American agricultural ministers to
plan a joint campaign to block the trade restrictions. Ecuador is the world's largest banana producer.
In 1991, the country exported 2.6 million metric tons of bananas worth US$716 million equivalent
to one-fourth of the nation's total export revenue. Of the total, 44% was shipped to the US, and 37%
went to the EEC. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 09/14/92-09/15/92)
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